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Sanunary 


Hug Kueefene, $6, the principal leader of 
the Chingse Communist Party, is a Centrist in 
the Chinese political spectrom. In making his 
apeetgeitar ase, he had the favor both of Maa 
Yse-tang, for his toyalty to Mao's revolutionary 
objectives, and of Chow Balai, for Bis ttanage 
rial ability and sensible work-style. He proved 
able to work with fhe Left aad the Right, to 
avoid the mistakes made by leeders of bath, and 
to turn those mistakes to his own pilvantase. He 
also had good luck, gs one contender after 
another was temoved from the sean, After 
Mao's death, Fua was able to form a coulition 
to purge hiy immediate challengers, the Leftist 
“sane of fout,” and he bas thus far baen able to 
contain a potential challenge from the Right. 


Having established himself in the sarly 
1960s as a dedicated Maoist with an unusual 
range of competence in practical setters, Hua 
demonstrated his highly develaped potitical 
semge in the Cultural Revolution, He survived 
and prospered both in the destrisctive ponod of 
1965-68, In which the “gang” first came ta 
attention as a group of Leftists using a mase 

cumpaien for factional ends and im the subse. 
quest yeas of reaction against tie Leftist 
excesses of that period. Brought from the 
pravingdés to Peking in 1971, Hua pained again 
from the fall of Lin Figo, mesing into bpor 
tant positions under Chou, Hua and the younge 
est Leftist af the “gang” were added te the 
Politburo in 1973 te fain the diree Leftists 
already there. 


The four Leftists used the anti<Confacken 
gumpain of 1973-74 to attenrpt te diseredit 
Chon and the rebabilitatesl Kigh tist Teng Hsian- 
pins frestored ta the Potithura} as potential 
accessors to Mao, end in factional stragele 
upainst military leaders and old Party cadres 
throughout China, Hua Kuo-feng was briefly @ 
lanzet of Leftist attack, but, with the support of 
Mao and Chon, contiewed te thrive, The 
Leftists were temporarily set back in late 1974, 
whea Mac held them partlally responsible for 
the large-scale disoniars of the anti Confoclan 


campaizn. 


In the 1975 campainn to “study the 
dictatorship of the praletariat’* freaffirming 
revolutionsry values), which immediately fal- 
lowed Peking's commitment to the “compre- 
juinsive modernization’ of China by the year 
2000, the Laftisis were given another apportu. 
nity, With Chow En-fal teriinglly if and out of 
contention, the Lattists focused on Teng Hsiao- 
ping, whe tad been the principal bensfictery of 
their own orrors in the antiCosfician cane 
paign. Again they sought te bring down large 


kL Fhrowghout tis page, the tena Fetkiatiy), Cecctecst(x}, 
and Riphristish um used to indicate desomding degvees of 
apparent alieatsnoe to Mao's dundgmental pevolafrenasy dahon: 
of the creation Ciretigh continuing “class stmgele’ of 2 
geeuptetaly politicized and selfing, idéalagioally todiensd row 
Chines rian, ant al an egsiitetion sad Loneke sets elon 
China, Leftist, Centrist, ard Rigutist potions teed. to apresunt 
genuine prediuciians un pntic¥ Benes, bur may be sised. peomayrily 
for Getlonal advantage ins struggle for power. 
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waumbers of veteran, Party cadres and military 
toon, thus increaciag the hostility to themesives 
ont fe part of leaders of the Center and Right. 


Teng unwittingly aided the Lefiists in the 
sumumer of 1975 by making a series of “mis 
takes,” mast importantly ky appearing to be an 
wirepentant Rightist interested solely in the 
“modentization™ of Chinn af whatever cost to 
Mae’s Cultural Revolution programs. In cone 
frast, Hua was performing well as the Party's 
supertisnr of agrieniture and as minister of 
public security. In October, Teng marked hime 
self for his secand pares by endorsing criticism 
of some of Mao's “revohitionary™ policies. 
Again in contrast, in that same month Bua had 
occasion to make clear his unassailable Centrist 
postlion, reaffirraing: his loyalty to Maa’s reve- 
lutionary ohjectives while calling for realistic 
aicasures to reach them, 


Soon after Chou Ea-lei’s death in Dunant 
1976, Teng was removed as de freto premier, 
and Hus was named acting premier. The mast 
important Leftist, whe had beert in line for the 
post, was passed over. Mao wae once spain 
recognizing that the Leftists were unsctisiactory 
as the managers of progrims Gin this case, 
“nraderizetion’} with constructive alma. With 
this appoiitaent, Hua replaced Teng as the 
Leftists” matn encmy. 


‘The Lettists’ long campaign against Chou 
(and Chou's memory) was fumed against them 
in April, when a week-long display of popular 
affection. for Chowan af lostility to the 
Leftisrs—ended in teprecedented rioting in 
Pekina’s central square. This time Hus was able 

_to qwoit from the misfortunes of both the 
Right and the Left. Tens was held responsible 
fer the rioting and was removed from all of his 
Party posts, but the Leftists were prectipted 
from explaiting the situation. Hua was named 
beth first viee chairman of the Party Gi sew 
post) and premier, giving lim ghe best claim of 
any Party leader to be Mao’s designated suc~ 
cessor, ‘Tha failings Mac sxemed te be making a 
final devisian: to choose « Centrist whe could. 
be relied upon not to sopudiate his revolution 
ary objectives as a Rightist would, bur could 


abo be reled upot to avoid the excesses 
repeatedly committed by the Leftists. 


Alter Mao’s withdrawal fram the scene in 
Tune, Hoa epperentiy became the de jfeeu 
legder of the Party, no wham most others (hut 
not the Leftists! looked for guidance. The 
Leftists continued to attempt to bring Hua and 
other down, end te that end Bilsfied a Mac 
directive. By lute summer, Hus and a few key 
amiltery figures had probably laid plans efter 
to exclude the four Leftists from the post-Maa 
leadership or te puree them utterly. 


Soon after Mao's death on 9 September, 
the Leftists put on record their falsified versian 
of the Mao directive, thus directly challenging 
Hox, Jn the same petiod, they probably an- 
proached the leaders of military and security 
forces in Peking, seeking support againat Hua, 
gad wer both rabuffed and repertel, The 
Leftist press continued to make ominous 
threats against other leaders in that period. 








“SITES GE BEE GF ENE Cartists, the cherent 
leadership, whieh badly weeds Meo for Tegiti- 
macy and continuity, has been defending Mac's 
overall record, The case of the Leftists ia an 
embarrassment because it is widely recognized 
that the four could wot have survived as a 
Leftist faction for more than a decade without 
Man's support, but Peking evidently hopes that 





the case will seam small in the totaliny of the 
lemacy thet Hua was given. Por the time being, 
Hua is forced to effin siorm than fe Wants in 
the way of a revolutionury Leftist component, 
and it will lest His managerial ski to divest 
himself of those featares that he does not want 
while retaining those: that he does. 


With the strikina apprecistion of Chou 


Epelai since Mao's death, Uua is presenting his 
own working style as mor like Chou’s then 
Mao"s. This fits the realities of Hua's situation 
because he dows not siend above the Party as 
did Mao, or even alone at the top of it. He is 
compelled to be like Chou-a menaper and 
conciltater, a coalition-bullding and cornsensus- 
seeking leader. 


‘the other key figures of this collective 
leadership appcar to be: the ranking militany 
luader and the principal econamice coordinator, 
both Jongtime friends of Chou’s, and both 
Rightists: a step down, two cancer Purty cadres 
like Hua, one apparentiy fhe Party’s de facto 
Secretary Genel ad the other the political 
boss of the city of Peking, both probably 
Centrists; and, less scoure, the commander of 
the Peking Military Region and the director of 
the political security apparatus (Party police), 
both regarded as “wild cards,” of erouh value to 
any leader to whorn they give their support. 


There may be disagreement anpong the 
sever current key frures ag to how to deal with 
the difficult problern of Teng Hsiao-ping. There 
has apparently been much pressure to yeturn 
Teng—who had the best record of any Parly 
louder in opposing the Leftists in 1O74-77—-10 a 
position of power. Hua may be reluctant, as 
Tang's retim woold cast a small cloud on Hua's 
own legititnacy, would offer s popular choice to 
replice Hua a3 premier, would give the Richt an 
annressive loader, and might aven pose ¢ thirent 
to Huw’s position as the Party's principal leader. 
But Hua, if indevd reluctant, will probably 
compromise, by returning Tens at least to the 
Palitbury. 


The seven leaders for aight, if Teng re 


tums) of Pekine"s inner circle appear to have 


renched a policy consungus in 4 strategic sense— 
to put firmly behind them the exirentism 
auoukited with the purged Leftists, and to 
move at jeast in the direction of the moderate 
and pragmatic dormestic policigs fast seen before 
the Cultoral Revolution. Bet ther as some 
specific tough probleme on which there am 
hound to be differences of opinian. 


fn Party-building, there scerms to 68 sgreee 
Ment on the need te restore onfer, to identify 
the neost important followers of the Leftists, 
and to reorinize Parky comrmittees. There 
appears to be some disagreement, however, as 
te how far to extend che purge, 


Similarly, there seers to be agreement to 
pursue ageressively Chou’s plan for the “mod- 
emnization® of China (agriculture, industry, 
national defense, and science and technology’), 
but there annarently is sore disagrecnient a8 to 
what proportion of resources should go te the 
production of weaparis. 


Farther, there is clearly agreement ta 
retum the armed forces to the high status they 
enjoyed before the Lin Piao affair of 1971, to 
display military figures in the leadership, tm 
tesiore discipline, lo eenphusiae ralbtary training 
over political indectrination, ead sa an. But for 
the ebdlian leaders there i the veny difficelt 
Thamigernient probken of retaining primaey in 
the decisioninakirs process while avoiding te 
kind of showdown that would provoke the PLA 
into imposing « de facto military dictatorship. 


In forsien poliey, the new leadership is tot 
expects ta make any important change in the 
near fatere. Hostility to the USSR as the “main 
snomy”" will be maintained, and Peking will 
pontinve to value the US us a strategic counter 
weight. There will mmain room. for disagree- 
ment, however, as to what tactics to adapt 
toward the USSR and the U5, 





There are various ways in which the 
leadership might be brokea down meusingfully: 
older and longtine netional-lsvel leaders versos 


. 
sg 





he 


younger relative neweoomiers} carer Party cecires 
versts carcer military asd security figures; and 
Certrists fin whom. thers is an tnescapeble 
Leftist component), Rightists, and “wild 
canis.” But fittle oan vet be said with 
confidence about divisions in the ladership on. 
particular issues. 


Hua‘s position is aot sseure, but his record 
js inypressive. He can probably condiliate Teng’s 
supporters by returning Teng to power and yet 
retisin in. a strong enough position to oomtain 
any challenge by Tong. He can probably resalve 
aller possible probleras by compromising as 
much ag ix necessary to retain the support of 
the milirary leaders. He secrns the best bet to be 


the Party's principal leader for at least the yesr 
aheuth. 


Hua mish be able to survive for yours asa 
kind of Chinase Brezhnev, occupying 4 Centrist 
position, balancing the forces anaund him, 
tliscouraging the formation of any coalition 
against him, reducing the strength of the op- 
pusition on either side on atty issue, gradually 
gathering the sapport of otter leuders for lus 
own position, As Mac's Leftist pull (till strong 
on the ieedership loses its force over tints, the 
canter of the politival spectrum will probebly 
became what would now be regarded a5 
CentristRightlst. hi any cage, there seers 2d 
prospect for domination by the “tevolutionay” 
Lett. 
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The “Gang of Four” anid the 
Rise of Hux Kue-feng 


. Rue Kuo-feng, now 46, hes risen spestacu- 
larly in the past decade frean a provincial Party 
sterctaryship lo the Chinese Cammutnist Party's 
tera Most important pasts-chainman of the 
Central Coramittes and chalenan of the Mili. 
tary Affairs Committes, the seme two posts 
that Mae had occupied-—andl to the mast inepor 
lant gevermmental post, premier of the State 
Conncil, that Chou Enlai had held. Huw ftas 
done tis by: 


« Gaining Mao's favor carly in bis career for 
lus asteciation with Mao's objectives, anc 
retaining that favor until Mao in his lost 
thonths was ready to designate a sucesssor, 


‘* Gainine Chou Er-lats Rivor as well in the 
1970s Por his managerial ubility and sense 

’ ble work style, thus haviag a claim on 
Chou's adasirers alse, 


* Being a pentine Centrist, so that he could 
work comfortably with ejther Left or 
Right, during hoth the advances in. Mao’s 
ee campaigns and the mdtreaty from 
them. 


_* Having a highly developed potitical sense, 
so that he cowld not only avohl the . 
excesses committed by the anwery of both 
Right and Left but could turn the mistakes 
of others to his profis. 


* Having a lirge measure of stood nck, in 
that Ae wes there to fill the vacancy when 
one contender after another (Chou, Teng 
Hsise-ping, Cheng Chunechiack was re- 
moved fram the scene by itmoss or hubstis. 


* Usiog his good relationships with the Right, 
‘ notably the military leaders, to form 4 
coulition goon after Man’s death to repel 
the chatienge from the Left, te purge the | 
Leftist “gang of four," and to role China 
since, 


*Successfally eniphoying Mao’s legacy GH 
least so far} to contain a potential challenges 
to finn fropt the Right. 


Hua and the “Gane™ in the 1960s 














established hirnself as a de Taatod Maoist with 
in unusual range of competence—all the con- 
corns. al & Party secretary and political affiner, 
plus specialized knowledge af ageiculture, wirter 
conservation, science and technology, military 
affairs, and public securhty, 


The menthers of the “gang” beran to work 
élosely together during the Cultaral Revolution 
years of 1965-68, Mao’s declared sim wee to 
increase the power of the Left, end to this end 
fo pume the Party, the government, wid the 
military estublishment. This gave the foar 
Leftists, each of whom helped to carry out the 
purge, thelr fiest opporhumity to wee a niass 
campatim fer factional ends,” 


AL af tie provincial Party cémmittees 
were dissolved during the violent years of 
1966-67, and most provincial Party sucrstaties 
went into eclipse. Hua Kue-feng, although 
eriticived by discal Real Guend groups, re- 
inained in favor with the central leadership and 
was reoelved ly Mao himself in 1967. After the 
tempering of the Cultural Revolution in 1968, 
Hoa was named in 1S69 te the Central Com- 
mittee, aad iy LTO was signally honored Dy 
being mamed fist sseretary of the first provin« 
cial Party oommitice Cir Honan} to be reden- 


te ‘The ehten. and mune ieportant af the font, however, the 
theekkh Chine Chomidilac, seemed fe be gs mare carne 
figare, with mors s¢perent potoedial, than the ather dhrees the 
hearatic, eyin, and vindictive Madama Mad, shit aang prepas 
padit You Weneyuan, and the young repedentative of Prev. 
olutianary succeauace” cisen, Chom ae cunka, Wang Hung-wen. 














stituted and procisimed. He was ecleady a 
coming man. 


At the National Level 


From 1969 to 1973, Chou Enlai was the 
Farty’s de facto secretergenstal (replacing 
Teng Usixo-ping, urged in 1966) as well as 
premier, and in that role was Hua K.un-feng's 
supervisor. He was probably instramertal in 
balaging Eua—alrcady known as an oexentlont 
administrator—to Peking in 1971. Hua again 
showed ‘his tulent for profiting From the mis- 
takes made by others. Soon after the death of 
the Ultra-Leftist Lin Plan and the arrest of his 
fellow-conspirators in September 1971, Hus 
emaeried as the director of the General (adniinix 
trative} Office of Chou’s State Council and was 
probably a member of Chou’s group inves- 
Heating the Lin affair (although Hua's role may 
have been confined to Hunae). 


By 1973, Hua wus established as an able 
administrator at the aotional jevel and as a 
genuine expert on agriculture, At the Tenth 
Party Coagress in August 1973 he was elevated 
te the new Politburo as a full (voting) saember, 


Thre of the four Leftists were renamed to the | 
Politbure (they had been members since 1969), | 
and the foucth—~young Wang—was added, Wang — 


geve one of the two most important reports to 
lhe Congress, Hercely Leftiae in its expressed 


delight in political “stragele” and the prospect | 


of further Cultural Revolutions.’ 


The Tenth Party Congress save the four 
Leftisis—by titat time knows as “the Shanphal 
proup,* becausr all hut Madante Mao came 
from the Shanghal Party commilicee—a much 
stronger otfanizational base to support their 
fgctional activity. From that time on, Chang 
and Wang were members of the Politbure 
Standing Committes (the care of power}, bath 
hed posits high in the Party apparates and 
teportedly in the Military Affairs Committee as 
Well, Yeo wes the director of the Party’s 
propaganda apparatus, and Madame Man was 
the Chairman‘s sometime messenger asd mail 
manager.’ But Mao, ag always, did met leave the 
stage to any one group in the political spec- 


tay 





tram; waiting in the wings, ready to be restored 
to the Politburo, was the confined Rightist, 
Teng Hsiga-ping, who was to be the ailing Chow 
Ev-lai’s principal deputy in rounding the goverc- 
ment. Mae ricopmieed ihet them weasd he 
contention, even “strigele,” between the two 
extremas of the pertnissible spectrum, but he 
weldomed this as a healthy thing. 


As af late (973, at least three of the 
Leftists had common enemies: on the record, 
Chau En-ba (although one of the four, Chang, 
was diveady sharing Chou's work and had some 
hope of being Choi's saccessork, and many 
ather veteran Party cadges and military leaders; 
but niost impertantly Tene Hsieo-ping, whose 


‘ rétern to power could be expected to tead to 


the rehabilitation of wany more ald Party 
cadres and military fogders and perhaps to a 
evalescence of forces in the leadership opposed 
io.the Leftists. Some W not all of the Leftists 
hed helped te purge Tene in 1966 and had 
opposed has rchabilitation is 1973 and had 
taasort to fear him. Hug Kao-fone at that time, 
was apparently nok regarded by the Leftists as 4 
major rival. 7 





4, “Thole strong orginiaaiiendl base gave the Four is 
Opportunity, as ated and mastively decamenord, to Otay 
tm “enerp the Jendership of the Pasty aid. tale {atest is, te 
nprowe thelr positions fue a lalur attengp)}, to cry te being 
dost, many ollver lenders, tus mwalpulane tinclupgy for tuetionad 
Advaitage, do corrupt tee cause of Farty-budldiay (edeancing, 
thear pretnges did. metaiting athens, oppresaing youd sadteed), 10 
dontiaie ond destay solture and edacation, ta cuss Morr 
iryas sents hoses," te disrupt the PLA azuk the eillitia, and 
erin {to 2 degree} to obetench Mao's forign goliey,. There is 
@idenee fein Lefthtecactveied jgoumuls, that she “yan 
advegaisal a usugher polioy toward the OS, pechops someting 
Clow to that apauly advocated ty Lit Miaoead equidisiaey 
from two abeatute wiemied, the URS aid Whe 1S, vadher thas 
Sdao's HEL terward the TS. Beking has not dent a6 midis Qt tans 
Charge a4 it might have, peobatily bose! Ie would be awkward 
to attack the Dafiatta fer whet in this cass would be an, 
orthodox “revalativnry” pasitien. 


; 


The Anti-Confucian Campaign 


The four Leftists af had impurtent roles in 
the antiConfucian campaign of T973-74. Tust 
as in the Cultural Revelation, they appeared ta 
manipulate this cempaian for personal andy. 
The Loftists’ main aim, at the highest level, 
sppeaed ta be that af discrediting both Chou 
sad Tong frestored to the Politbure in January 
1974) as potential successors to Mac, Below 
that level, che principal targets appeared to be 
regional and provincial militay ieaders, and 
secoudariky old Party cadres; the main objective 
af the Leftisis was to incrsase the share of 
pawer held by their supporters and potential 
censtitueney in zoverning badies,? 


- Baa Keefer was briefly a tueet of 
Leftist atteck, bat continued to thrive. By 
mid-i974, he had apparently become the new 
thinister of peblic seourity (a post of special 
trust), and was repertedly chosen to make ant 
important speech on the Fifth Five-Year Plan. 


Mao may have warned some or all of the 
four Leftists in July 1994, as aileged, to take 
care mot ta farm a “small faction'~that is, not 
to engage in factional activity, long prosorthesd. 
ie any case, the anti-Canducian camnsign led in 
feet fo large-scale factional strate, political 
and social disorder, and evonamic loss—for 
which Mao held the “gang Cnot yet called that) 
partially responsible. Morcaver, ane af the four, 
young Wang, may eve angered Mao in late 
1976 (as Peking clainys) by slandering Chou int 
conversation with Maca; and Mao may have 
repeated his warning of July. (Wang never 
thereafter seemed to be in Mao's fivor,} Finally, 
it is credible that in lute 1974, tnnediately 
prior to the Netionul People’s Gongress which 
was to Till important government posts, Mao 
fletly rejected 4 Leftist proposal to mane to kay 
positions a aumber of mernbers aid protepes of 
the “pang” (the Leftists’ socalled “cuhinet}. 


The Phreat of Teng Hsiso-ping 
Although it was Chou Endail who set forth 


ai the National People’s Congress (NPC) in 
January 1975 the plan for the “comprehensive 


modemization” of China by the year 2000-2 
plan endorsed by Meo as hoving both a con. 
structive sim end a revelutionary spirit.-by this 
time Chou had already been hospitalized, temizl> 
nally iH, ad was no longer a contender for the 
succession, “Tha Levtist fsetion may have. 
crystalliged into # oorspiracy against Teng as 
the main one at thet time.® Teng had pamned 
out ta be the principal beneficlary of the 
Ultra-Leftist errors made by the ‘Leitists in the 
enthConfucian cuntpelgn. Fust prior to the NPC, 
Mao had wppointed Teng es viee cheinmen of 
the Miltary Affairs Contunities and as senior 
vice promipr and chief of stall, thus giving Teng 
a stronger organizational position than any aie 
of the Leftists. Moreover, Teng’s speech at that 
time made clear—if not te Mao, to others of the 
aidience—that Teng had not really changed his 
mind about the Cultural Revolution and its 
iistruments, as that the Leftists knew what 
they could expect of him if he were to bacome 
Niao’s successar. 


The Leftists’ view of Hua Kuo-feng—who 
in January 1975 became one of 12 vice pre- 
nier und surfaced in his post ay minister of 
public secwrity—cannot be judged with confi- 
dence, On the one hand, he wus on his record 
less of & threat to them than wes Teng. On the 
other, he enjoyed the faver of both Mao and 
Chou, he was a-strong figure who wes oon- 
Finuing to rise, aid Re was mut one af thent- 
selves. 


The primary atm of the campaign which 
began a month later-~to “stady the dictatorship 


5. Wang staled publicly in early 19 his clegive cv replece some 
a? China's Military Rerion (MRO cammaniegs with young wen 
of his oun agey thas was rot doc, 


&. Chany Chumechiag, aba fed uxitit shen kent gor distances 
tucwees himelf anal the other dices Lettie, auestendly monde 
the decsloti at elsnat fois the fy cet bie Det with the dying 
Chew, nol een toe attienps to extublich tes with the vereatul 
Ting, amd ta thee in contpletely with the “gang? fy Ads 
speech io me HPC, Chany, Uke Wang af the Teuth Party 
Cons, put heey ampheks on “clay struggle" on ibe 
prospect of “numerous diarp and iniionte clues strogetes,” the 
Soin on Which the stupglé Lor peter wes to be veaged, Front 
this time, the Leftists were tely a sane of fear, 


bel 3 
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THE PURGED LEFTISTS 





Henig Hicng-waei Charge Charerlitice 

of the proletarial”—was Lo reaffirm revolution- 
ary values. Fypicatly, Mao, having strengthened 
the Right through Teng, now showed a concer 
not to go too far and moved te strengthen the 
forces of the Left throughout Ching. Among 
other things, he tasked iwe of the four landing 
Leftists, Chang and Yau, te provide theorctical 
and practical evidence for this campaign. Once: 
again, piven this new opporterity, tte Leftists 
wrote and commissioned articles during the 
sprite of 1975 which clearly togk aim at ald 
Party oedres Eke “Teng (in partioular, at Teng) 
arial at military leaders as well; for exarnple, by 
describing both as “crafty old bourgeols cle- 
ments” responsible for a darigerous “bourgeois 
wind’ in the Party leadership and as the 
il a of “ernpiricism”’ (lisresard of ideal 
ogy), 


Wine is now $eid to have criticized the 
Leftists in late April £973 for their manipula- 
tion of the concept of “ervniricism” and for 
reparding thernselves ag always in the right, thas 
justified in ieeturing others.” THe is suid alse, at 
a Politburo meeting on 3 May, to have reHer 
ated his longstundite warning against revision- 
ism, splitting and canspiracy, and (for the first 
time) to have actually described the Leftists asa 
functioning “gang of four.” He is anid ta have 
given instructions on the same day that tae 


Madante Afaa 


Yaw Mipespoent 


problem of the “gang” should be regaived as 
soon as posible: but he himself did not take the 
desisive action which Hua Rue-feng was to take 
in Oeteber 1976. 


‘Teng's Mistakes, Hua’s Successes 


Tene inwittingly helped out the Leflisis at 
the height of bis power in the summer of 1075 
by making a careless mistake on an ideological 
position important ta Mac (the primacy of 
“class strigele”}, by making a series of speeches 
in which he seemed io be an unrepentant 
Rightiat interasred solely in China’s moderniza- 
tion at whatever cost to Mao's Cultural Revolu- 
tion progrims, and by making himself yulner> 
able to specific charges of suppressing young 
“revolutionary successors’ (the good Leftists 
whom the Cutlural Revolution waa supposed to 
produce) while rehabilitating too rapidly too 
many old cadres (Rivhtists overthrown by the 
Cultural Revolution}. By contrast, Hur Kao- 
feng was performing well in his roles as super- 
visor af agriculture and as minister of public 


The celtic wus for emphesiting the Rightial cre of 


“anpincion™ while auoring the Letint exay (deer own) of 
“doemathen cach being en expracsion af “ecutdonian.* The 
Leftists did indeed try to gut natagnition as the guardians of 
ffae’s “thangiit,” and in 19°78 wae oy falcicate @ Man directive 
te tliat diet. 


4 Semen 





sEiirity; in the litter role, investigating security 
cages in Sooth Ching, he gave evidence of what 
he was te prove in Cetober 1976—that he could 
be 8 tough ashe had to be, 


In October 1597S, Teng marked hinwelf far 
his second purging by endorsing an educatar’s 
letter to Maa which was strongly critical of the 
implementation of Mao's “revolutionary 
policies in education. Mao close to teke the 
letter as almed at himself (which @mdirectly ix 
was), aad immediately set in motion 4 “gnegt 
cunpaign”—besinning in the iniversities—to 
Giscredit Teng, Again Hua displayed his ubility 
te profit from the mistakes of other jeaders. 
Chosen to make the summation report to the 
national oowference on “leaming from ‘Tachal™ 
(increasing production through self-relianec) ia 
ihat same month, Hoa made clear his unagenil- 
uble Centrist position; he reaffinned his loyalty 
to Mao's revolutionary objectives, while calling 
for vealistic measures to reach them. Hua’s 
apeech to the conference was widely publicized, 
wheress the speeches of both the Right and the 
Left—by Teng and Madame Mau respeetively.. 
wete suppressed, presumably an Mao's ander, 
Hua was apparently added ta the officers af the 
Military Affatrs Committee at that time, 


Choa Eedai died on 8 January 197%, 
Although, Chou’s official obituary gave him 
greater praise than bad heen accorded any other 
of Mao’s liewicnandts, in the Heh of Chow's true 
contributions to the Party’s cause for trons than 
50 years the obituary and the surrounding 
Inedia commentary and coverame were cemiarke 
ably angenerous. While there is no record of 
Mao's abjection to this mean-spirited treatinent 
af Chou, the “gang” has been credibly blamed 
for it, and the four may, as charged, have sn 
manipulated events that Teng Hylaceping was 
obliged tis deliver the evlogy, thas permitting 
fle Loffists to attempt ta discredit Chou 
through the spon-toche-diseraced Teng. The 
“tang” was to pay dearly for fis, 


Huw’s Elevation Over the Right and the Left 


“In date Jateuary, Tong was removed 95 de 
faeto premier and Hoa was named acting 





prenver. The Chinese have svid—clearhy a part of 
irmage-buikling-—that when Mao informel Hua 
of his intention to same liam, Hoa demucred 
Several times, thas showing a senwt of his 
personal limitstions, which simply confirmed 
Mat in his choice. In any case, with Teng gone, 


Chang, who as the theavanking vice premier 


was in ne for the post end surely desired ir (he 
wrote a bitter cormacntary ltecy, was passed. 
ever, Mao and others were ance agein recop- 
nizing that the hand Leftists, while useful ag 
agitators in periods of revolutionary tarbulence, 
were unsatisfactory a5 managers andl adminis- 
traitors of programs with constructive aims. 


Although the charge that the “gang? 
“frantically gpposcd™ Haa’s appointment @ a 
nomial rhetorical flourish, it is not inevedible 
that some er all of the four were foolish onorgh 
at that time (ay foolish as they were later in 
1976 te prow themselves to be) to express in 
some way their displeasure with the appointt- 
ment and thus te coulesce in the mind of Mae 
and others as 2 “gang. In any case, Hua had 
now replaced Teng us the Leftists’ main enemy, 
and they had established themeclves as his, 


The “gate”? centinued to he active in the 
anti-Rightist campaion (contering od Teng) in 
early 9G and probably did attempt once 
again, ax ow alleged, to widen the target and 
bring dewn a large number of Party, govern- 
tient, and military leaders, The assertion that 
Meo uriticized them for this at the time tends to 
be supported by a Avople's Duily edlivorigl af 10 
Mareh quoting Mao—presumably on Mao's 
order, because it was not in the Leftists* interest 
fo do it—~on the need to eniphasize education of 


-the arting end te “narrow the atteek,” 


Tn Poking in carly April, 2 week after the 
pudlication in ¢ Leftist journal of an article 
arrmistakably aiming at the fem Chou En-lei as 
that “cupituligteroader” who had helped to 
restore Teng to power, there was a week-long 
display of popular affection for Chou—and by 
implication for Teng. Et was alka a demonstra 
tion of hostility to the Leftists and even (to a 
Gteren) to Mao binwelf, The overnight removal 
from Péking’s central sqnare of thousands of 


AEE Zs, 


tributes to Chou—sn action which may have 
been ordered by the Loffists -led to a day of 
unprecedented rioting in the square, with many 
injuries, much property damage, and the arras’ 
of hundreds. ‘ 


Hao stqponded cwiftly by purging the 
Right, pre-ompting the Lett, and clewsting dre 
Center. On 7 April, Teng (the “root cause” of 
the tlotiag) was removed fron: all of his Party 
posts, At the sore time Hua was mane. fest 
Wee chaionan of the Party (a new position) and 
concurrently premier Gre longer “aeting’), 
Both actions were said to be taken “on the 
proposal’ of Mao. This time fvo Leffsts. 
licrarchically ix line for the posts~Wang for the 
fist vice chairmanship, Charsr again for the 
prnmizishig—were passed over, tn gaming the 
Centrisl Hua, who on this occasion was able ta 
Profit greatly from mistakes auule by both the 
Right and the Left, Mao and others were not 
only pre-empting any effort by the Leftists to 
exploit tis rioting, but were giving Hes the best 
Claii of any Party leader to he Mao's desig- 
naled successor, greatly strengthening Faa's 
position against any challenger. The failing Mao 
seamed, ta be making a final decision: to point 
fo ‘an urablished Centrist as his personel choice 
ta be his successor, 2 man who could be refied 
upon net to mepudigte Mao's revolutionary 
objectives as a Rightist would, but who could 
also be relied upot to syoid the excesses 
mpsatedly caminitted by the Leftists. 


Mao's important Directive 


On 30 ‘April, Mao reportedly wrote a 
three-part “direetive’ to Hus about handling 
problems of the anti-Rightist sanipaign iy the 
provinces, One of the parta—“‘act according to 
Past principles’’—was to become important in 
the struggle for power, as the Leftists are 
credibly charged with altering i¢ in such a way 
25 to buttress their position. 


Whoreas Mao's original directive wag nay 
rowly focused, the Leftists’ formulation of it 
was designed to make it appear al-encompase- 
ing and to permit the “gang to pose as the sale 
authorized exsgetes of Mao's texts and as the 


arbiters aa to whe was loyal ta Mao and who 
wes not, The Leftisls ame also credibly chamed 
with presenting this counterfeit ac Mao's last 
Words, 


The three-part directive to Hua dow in . 
‘fact constitute the. last remarks which Pekies 
has attributed to Mug. Although one part 
“with you in charge, [ am at ease’—war used 
for 4 time by Peking to imply the handing-over 
of the scepter to Hust, this interpretation is so 
obviogsly at variance with Peking’s awa admis. 
sion of the original provincial context that 
Peking has stopped using it for that purpose. 


After Mao's withdrowal—by an action of 
the “Central Committer”—in mid-June, follow 
ing another sharp deteviorstion in his health, 
the olf man was grobably ont of things. 
Otherwise, he would probably have made some 
stronger remarks for subsequent use by his 
successars. Hua appears to have beer the de 
jacto leader of the Party—te whem most other 
tbitt wot the Lofiists) looked for auidance— 
from about that time. 


‘The record supports Peking’s charges that 
during the summer the Leftists continusd to 
use the anti-Kightist (anti-Teng) canmeign to 
atteenpt to bring down other lewlers, At « 
Planning conference in July, the four are said to 
have incited attacks. on Hus and others in the 
name of criticizing Teng, Hus is said to have put 
On fécord the ebore-cited Mac instruction —“act 
aceording to past principles”™~at that time. As 
he had already told other Polithure menthers. 
about it, he was apparently putting it on the 
Tenord here ft order te make it Knew to a 
larver cirela® 


Preparations for a Showdown 


Kt seems likely that by the end of the 
suminer a lew principals—incliding Hua and the 


rrp raonRnai act 


& A ditestive vary similiny to this imstreetion oF Mixci’s Wes tit 
Thet etroudades ty Clelna ducing the sures this wag evhlendy 
Hus’: vorsten, 24 the Leftist ars nat charged with piecing out 
thefs yersion entll meld-Septembox, 








key military and security fieures in Pekhing—had 
mst and hed Jaid plens sither to exclude the 
four Leftists from the pestMao leadership 
fwitheut purging them} or t purge them 
utterly os a clear and present danger, And it i 
possible, ay some observers have confectured, 
that the Tangshan sarthquake emergency per- 
mitted @ Frw key principals daring August to 
move tartan aiities chwer to Peking in 
teailiness for a showdown. 


Tie is no independent confirmation of 
eurtent charges that immediately after Mac's 
death on 9 September (he had bean in ¢ coma 

‘for a week while Madame Mao was traveling), 
the Leftists seiged and altered some of Mao's 
docunyents, although that allegation is cansts- 

tent with the action of Hua and the political 
sicurity chief later in taking custody of all of 
them. Neither is there conflation of charges 
of Leftist atlempts to use the Party machinery 
to send instructions to provincialievel Party 
committees, aldhough the four were certainly in 
an organizational position te da so, 





GRY Aare 1 ‘ ‘ 4 On b 
September, in the Leftistoontrolled Party press, 
the version of Mao's 30 April directive which 
Peking credibly asserts to be a fibricetion, This 
wae a diteet challenge to Hoa, whe had pat the 
carreet version on the record at (past twice. 


Tiere was probably, as Peking says, « 
Polithuro meting in fate September in which 
the Leftists were charged with nivhandling 
Mac's dimctives, 
















arranged ag to take Madditie Mao appear to be 
foremost, with Hua far behind, 


The Smashing of the “Gang” 


During the following week, the Leftists 
inade their final challenge and were “smashed 
atone blow." It is evident thet they were 
hopelessly owunanied and cutgucned from the 
Sart of lhe showdown, whether dings were Lo 
be settled by a vote ie the Polithura or by 
physical force or by bath. 


The first eagazement of the week came in 
2 deceptively mild form of 2 Ootuber when 
lina deleted the falsified version of Mao’s 30 
April direetive from a speech te be delivered by 
Peking’s foreign minister, The latter informed 
the “pang” of this, thus helping te set up his 
OUT puree as their supporter. 


there js soine réporting te the effect that 


OTE LE WT LE SU PEL OL KE PO LET 
the physical security apparatus which even 
Western observers could (and did) judge that 
they would Have to lexve in onder to triumph 
alther inside or outside the Polithure. It seems 
dowbtfut that they had private assurances fram. 
some of the Key feures, whe later discovered 


| the tre balance of power and Uieraupon 
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Repierber, Reape ys Oily Clettisiatalieds Paice an 
unprsedined artiche sbawt Mao's claw rilatiansip with the 
Sd Let Unt, the special bedyguard force which Wyong Teng-hadag 
eperviend 






iiide aminous threats against ator leaders | itt 
that period, and on National Day (1 Getober) 
photography af the leadership turnout Wes so 





abandoned the Leftists, as this would have 
emerged in the interrogations (and in fact no 
olher key figures have felten}, It is possible, 
however, that the Leftists went inte a Polithura 
tlaceting at that. time without acy real hope of 
dislodging Hua in a vote, That is, they may have 
had simply a hope of posing a credible threat of 
widespread disonder—from the leaders af certain 
ares outside Peking and through followers in 
Ferty, government and mas orgatiizations, 
especially the trade unions and the militla—in 
ofier to preserve their own positions in the 
leadership. 


The public recard gives some support to 
iis latter interpretation and shews at least thag 
the Leftists were indeed on the offensive as Iste 
as 4 October. On that date, a particularly 
militant and defiane erticle by their best known 
writing team again put forward the falsified 
directive as the Party’s permanent guide, anc 
also as a weapon to be vexl at will by the 
Leftists against other leaders. The article, since 
desoribed by Peking xs a “mobilization order* 

or “declaratio; of war,” dows seem ta have 
ees widespread support which cauld be 
brought cut into the streets and fields in aid of 
Leftist initiatives at the Potithurd level. 





But there may in fact have been no 
Politburo meeting at that tam. The Centrisi- 


Rightist coalition, much provoked, may simply — 
have mowd prowuptively against the Leftists | 
before. the Leftists could make any further | 
atiempt to mobilize their forces, Peking itself | 


eneourages this view.) The four Leftists were 
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wrested on the night of 6-7 October (Peking haa 
corfited the date), probebly by the special 
bodyguard unit controled by the political 
security chisk Very little disorder followed. 
While the Leftists may indesl have had a 
tanstitaency of millions, i tumed out to be a 
constituency they could wot mobilize, 


Gn 7 October, Hus’s eroup of eight 
unanimously elected Mas chairman pf the Party 
andl of its Military Afisirs Committes. On & 
Oetober, Peking aineunced decisions to evtul. 
lish « memorial hall which would include Mao's 
dreserved bady, and to polish Meas works 
under Hus's supervision. Haa wow had ia hand 
Mao's posis, Meo's body, and Mao's warks. 


Defense of Mao's Reaord 


Since the purge of the “wang,” the surrent 
leadership, which badly needs Mao for legitt- 
macy and continuity and as a unifying symbol, 
has felt obliged to defeml Mao's overall recard— 
not simply his recend an the fnimediately 
embarrassing matter of the Leftists, but 
throughout the Idstary of the Party since the 
1920s. Peking evidently hopes that the fonder 
will gem small when viewed in the totality of 
the lather. 


With respert to the Leftists, however, what 


| the record shows is that Mao hinwelf put each 
| Of the four inte high posttions and for 10 years 


gave them important roles in carrying out fis 
pobeies, and that while he was probably anpry 
with gach of them from time to time for 
Ultre-Leftist emors he continued to give them 
the support without which they could net have 
survived, and that in feet he did sot clearly 
recognize the four ag a dangerous “eang™ of 
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dearly subordinate them to other leaders untit 
O75, when be did clearly choose the Centrist 
Hea over all of them. 


The impossibility of fully dissociating Maa 
from, the “gang” is awkward for Hua, who mast 
recognize that knowledge of the relationship 
hetween Mao and the Leitists over the years an 
the part of muogt Party oudres and mach of the 
populace will necessorily lead to some devataa- 
tion of Mao, Thers is much evidence that this 
has already happened, end it will probably 
incregse, 


Tus. has no alfernative to his etratezy of 
presenting Himself as loyal to Mao’s abiding 
objectives, reaching back to the heroic years of 
the Party's stragale to ostablish itectf, the 
Kianesi Soviet, and the Long March, oi ap 
through the Yenan period end the defense 
againel Japan, the brilliant conduct off the civil 
war after World War TI, and the sencrally 
condiructive yours of 1949.57 to which Hua is 
looking for most of his programmatic support), 
but continuing oven through the Great Leap 
Forward atid the Cultural Revaluation, the latter 
bsing—~onfortunatoly—the culmination of Mao's 
“tought.” There is enough vatiery in the 
tecord so that Hoa enn continue to present the 
Party’s policies in the name of that “thought,” 
ever while modifying~as he is«some of the 
aost distinetively Maoist of them, But Mao 
save Hoa the entire legsey, end the rest of the 
record jg stubbormly were. To put the matter 
bluntly, for the time being Huw is stuck with 
it—abmast certaialy with more than he wants in 
the way of a revolutionary Leftist conmonent. 
Just how much be wants is still uncertain, but 
another test of Mue’s managperial skill will be 
whether ower time he will be akde to divest 
himself of those Leftist features he does not 
want while retaining those he dacs, 


Hua's Position in the Leadership 


With the striking apsreciation of Chon 
Hnrlai since Mao's deeth, Tua has much to gain 
by presenting his own working style us much 
more Eke that of Chow then of Mao; offering 
hiraself not as a “great” (and remote) leader, 








but as one who is thoughtfol, deliberate, 
medest, considerate, diligent, unambifious, 
close to Bis comrades and to tie people. This 
gears 10 suit Hue tumperaméatally Ge is in fact 
thoughtful and deliberate), and it alse fits the 
realities of his sitaatian. 


Hua does not stand above the Party ag Man 
did, or sven alone at the ton of A. Stending 
with him, symbolizing the coalition between 
the career Party cadres and the professional 
military, ia the old Marshal Yeh Chien-ving, 
Chou's longtime friend and Hua’s most valuable 
ally’! Standing only 4 step of two below are 
the other full members of the Polithurn, 


Tlua is forerd to be--tike Choue-x manager 
wad conellister, « cowlition-buildine and con- 
sensossecking leader. He is wot simply 2 
“Front” for military and security figures who 
dominate the centea) leadership: he is genuinely 
the ptincipal leader, But three of the seven 
active Peking based Politburo members who 
compose the Party’s present inner circle are in 
fact the three most important fleares of -the 
irtilitary and security system on which Hua 
depends, and this consideration alone would 
deter Hua from attempting to be a dictator, The 
quse of the “gangs” give considerable support to 
the pre-existing view that only afeader wha has 
the allewianes af thest key fleures—the sanior 
vies chairman of the Military Affairs Cammit- 
tee, Hire commander of the Pekiig MR, and the 
head of the political security apparatus« can be 
cortfident of his ability to repel a challenge. At 
least until such time as Hua is able to install bis 
“own? men in these posts fone at a time as 
opportunity péreilts), Hea mist oovciliate the 
incumbents, 


Other Key Figures 
In addition to the Centrist Hua as the 


centeal or principal leader, the key Tiguits, tn 
order of rank, have appeared ta be: 
















« Od (almost 80} Yeh Cluen-ving, currently 
the Party's only vice chairman and the 
senior view chairman of the Miitury Affairs 
Committee, an antiideologue amd con- 
firmed Rightist, who is probably holding 
the military together for Hua just as ie did 
for Maa; 


* Li Hsienttien, 71, like Hua 2 career Party 
cadre, almost at Veh's level, like Yoh a 
jongtime fend of Chow's, the repime’s 
principal economic coordinator, 4 Right 

. leaning figure; 


«a Chen Hsien, 64, second only to ¥eh in 
the Military Affaiis Comunittec, and the 
curtent commander of the aritically impor- 
iant Poking MR, whose position in the 
policy spectrum is not known and who has 
been regarded ag 2 “wild card” of great 
value to any leader who can play hin: 


# Chi Teng-kuei, like Bua a provinolal secre- 
tary wittil recent years, at about 47 the 
youngest of the leaders, apparently acting 
now us the Party's de Jueto seerstary- 
general, acd probably another Centrist: 

« Wane Tonehsing, 61, director of the politi- 
cal decurily apparatus and supervisor of the 
bodyguard forces, regarded like Chen as a 
“wild gard,” wha lias enparently been able 
to pemiade Hua Cor the time being} that 
he could transfer his Iovalty from Mao to 

| Hea: and 

« Wu Te, 66, like Hea, Li, and Chi, a cureer 

’ Party cadre with responsibility for the city 
of Peking as the head of both its Party 
committee and its municipal government, 
regarded es another Cerstrise*? 


Even with the inelusion of the other five’ 


full members of the Polithuwe (two of them 
niimportant, thine inpértant reelonal military 
Jeaderg}, the Party’s topmost body is too small, 
and there sre no Hua proferes on BR Cxhereas 
Mao's Palithuros were usually composed mainly 
of his proteges, who could be depended on to 
vote for his positions), There are other unfilled 
Key posts in the Party apparatus, the sovern- 
anent machinery, and the military establishment 
Gia all of which there is slso stil a striking 


paucity of Hoa proteges), and yet other posts in 
which the incumbents will probably be 
changed.7? Decisions ot appointraunts to these 
posts~even the military gosts—imay have been 
déteyed by disagreement 2s to how to deal with 
the pressing problem of Tone Heiac-ping, 


‘The Teng Dilemma 


There has apparently bean much presure— 
whether at the Polithuro level (for example, 
from Yeh Chicurying, who refused to associate 
himself with the anti<Teng campaign} or fram 
‘Tong's many onetime compiles and profeges 
instelled in the structum of power throughout 
Chinato retin Teng to a position of power, 
pressute which is increased by Pekiox’s total 
defgmation of the Leftists, Tong lad the best 
record of any Party leader in opposing the 
“cane ef four” in 174-75 and was stronghy 
associated with ditractive, moderate, construc: 
live procrams, some of which are bein affirmed 
now, 


Tf Hue is indeed reluctant to 
have “Teng returs bo THE ETEFGirele, that is 
understandable. Teng’s retum would cast at 
lesst a small cloud on Hua's own legitimacy 
(iva wae the principal beneficiary of Teng’s 
fii and would embarrass Hus (who among 
current Jeadex has been Teng's sharpest critic), 
dt would also ofter a popular choice to replace 
Hua as premier (Teng is highly qualified, and 
Hua hefds tag many posts for 2 modest, 
unambitious tan) and would give the forces of 
the Right an agorssive leader (unlike Hua, Teng 
is not stuck with the revolutionary Leftist 
Caments of Muo's “thought,” ax he repadiated 
them, and was repudiated hy Mao for deing 
thal, “Teng’s retura might even poss # thrsat to 
Hua’s position ag ihe Party's principal leader, 





2. Hive bf ie gee ore an the tcant ax hard-line 
antiSeviet (as iy Taye Heine ping; the other tro da not speak 
os Feasigns attales, 


PES Bua tinsel! hes deserined. a6 “uatedurcl” 2 situation mn 
whieh there ait se gan unfillad Kay poss, buat has pled more 
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threzh an alliance between Teng and the 
military leaders with whom Teng haa much i 
common, But Hua as a consensusaseker will 
mobably have to conmromiss, perhans by 
tetuming “Ting to the Politburo and ta & 
vice premiership while finding somenne else to 
replace hinwelf as premier, aml to take his 
chances on wining out in any schsequent 
competition with Teng? * 


Strategic Consensus, Tough Problems 


. The seven leaders for eight if Teng re- 
tuts} of Pekine's inmer ciccle appear to have 
mached a policy consensus in uy lates strategic 
settsé—ig put firmly belind them tie extremisi 
assoniated with the ptrped Lefdiets, and to 
move af least In the direction of the moderate 
and pragimitic domestic policies lagt even ft: the 
carly 19605 after the retroet Frog the Groat 
Leip Forward and prior to the massive disrap- 
tions of the Cultural Revolution, But they have 
to wrestle with some specific tough problems, 
on which there are bound te he differences of 
opinion, These too will test Hua’s still: as a 
Centrist manager and conciliator. 


As 2 general proposition, ideology is te 
play a smaller tole in Chinese decisionmaking, 
ag Hua himself has eatd. This will be especially 
true in tbe inanagement of the economy, but 
should be apparent also in Party-building, in 
culture und education, in science and techno- 
logy, and even in foreign policy, 


Porty- Building, Hus is strongly committed 
to carting aut a campaign of “consolidation 
and rectification”-—meaning thorough reorzan- 
ization, iiteasivs nieducation—throughowt the 
Party in 1977, The priority objectives are 
probubly those of restoriig order Cusing the 
PLA ag necessary) in proviness in which there is 
still factional fighting and identifying the most 
important followem of the “gang.” AM provin- 
Gallevel cominitiees will prohably be purged 
and reorganized to some degree. There is a lick 
of clear guidance from Peking, however, evident 
in the diffeting behavior of various provinces, as 
ta how for to extend the purge of sympathizers 
with the “gang.” This apparcntly reflects some 





disagreement in the immer circle self. Apart 
from this, the curtent leadership clearly wants 
to return to the state of Party discipline that 
existed before the Cultural Revolation. This 
would mean mainky recognition of the Farty’s 
absolubt authority and of the need for strict 
obedience by lower levels to higher. Peking also 
intends to cut off eriticiem of the Party from 
outside the Party, 4 uniquely Maoist phenom- 
ation, ; 


Propaganda, Culture, Education, Tmpor 
tant changes in the Gelds of oropagunda, cul- 
ture, and education in which the “gang” was 
orpanizationally the strongest—are evident. 


The propaganda apparatus has been 
thoroughly reorvanized at both the netional and 
provincial levels, with the “gang's proveges 
purged and, at least at the national level, 4 more 
anphisticated type replacing them. The ideo- 
logical component of propaganda has not yet 
been tuch reduced because the Ultra-Leftist 
distortions of the truc doctrine sHH have to be 
éorrected from an ideological base, but the aim 
& to conmey aon practical, Tactstrictured 
messages In a simpler and livelier style, 


Madame Mao's ereature as minister of 
culture was purged with her, 4nd a.culteral 
spying has aol promised. This has not 
anounied io a wreat deal thus far, but 2 genuine 
if limited improvement has been noted, 





TAL Hua tas dues fue mankaed Tung’s peti well, in avetting 
outedrematizetion of ¢ by not aloud (¢ to anes ellhes oat the 
stabeney of the “Henannen cating @ April} or an the 
aiadvtrtary af Tong's second purge {7 April 


Ma SECR ae 








‘There has been some degree of return te 
the pursudt of excellence in edueation: far 
example, a decmphasis on ideclogical criteria 
for admission to imiversilies, more strict aca- 
demic stenderda, a reduction in political activ. 
ity, and a new prestige for academic achicve- 
ment (perhaps especially in the hard sciences}, 
Ultrs-Left activists at seme woiversitias have 
been drresied, Peking apparently is serious 
about making education capable of whet Chou 
En-lai asked of it—saxpporting the objective of 
China's modernization, 


“Maxiernization™. There scemes clearly te 
be a consensus in the present leadership on 
pursuing aggressively the “comprehensive 
modernization’ plan announced by Chou, OF 
the four modermizations, agriculture (iva’s own 
area Of experttios) iy to have the tap priority in 
the regime’s planning process, aithough the 
largest proportion of budgetary investment may 
continue to be in heap industry. Peking has 
sigecsted. that there js some disagreement as ta 
what proportion of rasourdes should go to thie 
production of whapons, 


Western specialicte expect Peking to take 
steps sooner or later to firm up the Five-Year 
Plan, to improve industrial management Gwith 
art emphasis on labor discipline}, to enhance the 
status of scientists aril technicians (yctting the 
ideologues out of the laboratories), to attach 
greater importance ti material incentives, and 
to pursue a tore active foreign trade policy 
{especially in purchasing whole plants and. 
hieh-technology items}, 


The Military. Peking is in the process of 


correcting the rllitatyrelated problems created 
or exacerbated by the “gang,” The status of the 
PLA, which has been onder attack fnitly cont 
sistently since the Lin Piao affair of 1971, is 
very high: the most important militury fyi 
am clearly fever ersphatically) part af the 
ruling coalition; the PLA. itself is being used to 
identify the few PLA supporters of the “gang” 
at lower fovels and to suppress the most unculy 
of the leftists: the Militery Affairs Committee 
appears to be in affective contral of the armed 
forces; discipline in the PLA hes been restored; 


there is greater emphasis an mililary training, 
less on political study; the militia is being 
returned to the effectual control of the PLA; 
and the crtire leadership is committed to 
nidiitary modemizetion, 


Thete is the inescapable problem, however, 
of the civilisn-uilitary relationship at the high- 
est levels, a problem in saraé respects increased 
oy solving other preblems. For example, in 
piving the PLA its aew clevated statis, Peking 
may carry the process too far, giving the PLA 
more influence than the principle of Party 
control of the military can permit; and in 
relying heavily on the PLLA to restore order in 
the provinces and on the caihways, the civilian 
leaders underline their dependence on tt. The 
civilian leuteni wish bo retain primacy in the 
décisionmaking process, but they mrust manage 
this in such a way as te avoid provoking the 
PLA into imposing a de facto militeny diatstor- 
ship. This is probably the most serious manage- 
ment problem that Hus Tages? * 


Foreign Poticy. In forgign policy, the new 
leadership is not expected to muke any impor- 
tant change in the near future. Hostility to the 
USSR as the “tain enemy” will be mainteined, 
and Peking will continue to value fhe U8 as a 
stratenia ‘counterweight. There will remain, 
however, room for diskersement as to whut 
tictics te adopt in dealing with both the USSR 
(for example, whether to soften the demand for 
withdrawal of Soviet troops from “disputed* 
border areus as a first stap toward a settlement 
there} and the US (for example, how long to be 
“patient” in waiting for a “normalization? of 
relations), 


One major rectnt article in defense of 
Chou En-dai's fereign policy can be read a: a 
defenses of the current leadership's fortign 
policy. This may mean that Hua has been 
eriticized for bette too soft toward the US, a 





LE, Titer may be a related problem in ihe clams of the 
“wild canks™ amcng the key ligaece, br woikd be azutierstandabte 
if Tue and asher leutoes wore to with to get the “wild cards” out 
Of tht gant, 


abies. . B 





criticism thet Hus lies felt H necessary ta 
answer; Dut this is conjectural, 


Divisions. In sum, two questions that 
apparently have to be revolved in the near 
future ert those of the status of Tea Hsian- 
ping and the extert of the purge. to be 
unilertaken in @iminating the influence of the 
four pind Leftists, A thied may be the size of 
the investment in military modernization. A 
fourth might just conceivably be tactics foward 
the US. There may be others, 


A priori, the seven members of the cur 
vent inner circle, with differing beckprounds 
end representing diverse interest groups, would 
tot be expected to line up in exactly the same 
way on every possible question. But there are 
various, possible ways to break them down 
which might be meaningful, Gne is a division 
between old. comrades who fave been leaders at 
the mmttiotal level for « long time (Yeh, Li, 
Wang, and Teng if he returns) and the mostly 
younger aten who rose during the Cultural 
Revohition and became pationalievel leaders 
anly in recent years (Hua hinwelf, Chen, Chi, 
and Wu. Another is a division between the 
caréer Party cadres (Tue, Li, Chi, Wa, and Teng 
af he'zeturns) and the professional military and 
seounity figuires (Yeh, Chen, Wang, and three. 
others outside Peking when they ze brought 
inte the voting). Perhaps the mast important 
division is among the Centrists (Hua, Chi, Wu), 
the Rightizts (Yeh, Li, Teng if he returns), and 
the “wild ‘cards™ (Chen, Wang), The onty 
leaders Who have three of these categories in 
common—which might be regarded as enough 
te onic a centripetal effect amore them—are 
Hus, Cai, and Wu, all relative neweamers, all 
career Party cadres, and all Centrists; a number 
tog amail to assure a voting majority. 


The balance { in this leadership is said to be 
Centrist; gather than’ Contrist-Rightist, because 
Mae is still Here exerting a Leftward pull, In 


ather words, there is an inescapable Leftist - 


somponent, which cannot be repudiated, in all 
of the Centrists who rose dtiring the Cultural 
Revolution, and probably in both of the “wild 





cards” ag well, Morecwer, as previously sug 
gested they do not wunt to repudiate all of it, 
both becouse they gumuinefy believe fr some 
Leftist aspects of Mao’s thought and beeguse.of 
the inpartance of the large canstituency among 
the yoting whe think that Mao represented Eheir 
interests, a constituency thet Hua and. other 
Centrist: would ke to have, - 


The talevance of the ContrishRightist 
division appears to be illustrated in dhe Tene 








, and Wang in 2 group 
which opposes the return of Teng to. fae inner 
tircke—all four of them leaders with Leftist 
comporests, who played roles i bringiig Tene 
down Tor the second time and in suppressing 
the most explosive munifestation of pro-Teng 
feeling in the Tienanmea rioting, Yeh, Li, and 
two outlying militery leaders are said te be im « 
group favoring Teng's retarn—all of them 
Rightists whe did mot play any roles in Teng’s 
fownfall ar at Titnanmen. The yoice of the 
latter group might have been heared! also thus far 
it favor for a larger purge of Leftist supporters 
aod sympathizers than Hua and other Centrists 
desire, and fer « larger shure of the budget than 
the Contrists want fhe PLA to. have] 
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aie tHE 
compasinday of the” ar ehh will rotaihy 
kaon change and require recatculations, 


Hua’s Prospects 


Hua js of course not seedre (not even Mao 
ever seemed entirely secure against 4 coup), but 
his record is impressive. He ean probably resolve 
the problem of Teng Hsiea-ping. That is, he can 
conciliate Teng’s supparters by returning ‘Teng 
to favor and even tn power and yet rergin ina 
Strang enough position--cxploiting Mac's 
Iegacy-—ta contain any challenges Teng may 
offer hin, : 


Assuming that Hua cun get past that 
problem, he can poobably ther resolve the other 


{4 nelle 





possible problents noted sbove—hy comme 
premising us much es he has to in order to 
wetain the support of the military leaders. Fost 
as Wus seemed in the months before Mao's 
death to be the best bet ta succeed Mao as the 
Party's pringiul leader, so he seems now to be 
the best bet to be the foremost figure for at 
ivast the year ahvad—and, if le survives that 
year, to he likely to consolidate his position to 
remain foremost. 

Although the: question deserves farther 
axdinination in other studios, Hua might be uble 
to survive for years as a kind of Chinsse 
Brezhney, deliberately occupying a Centrist 
position, belencing the foress sround him, 
discouraging fhe formation of any coalition 
aginst him, reducing the sizrength of the op 
position on cither side on any issue, gradually 
fathering the suppert of other leaders for his 
own position, und postponing large decisions 
whenever possible until be has welieved this 
tonsensus, 


This process would make Tua a somewhat 
different Kind of Centrist than he fas been, 


Although the leadership az a whole will prob 
ably feel obliged for years to define its relatian- 
shin with Mao im large part in Leftist terms, its 
experisnce with Mac aver the years, and in 
particular is saffering of the Leftist “pang of 
four” over the past decade, will probably serve 
to plece the Jeaderhip as a whole on what 
would now be regarded as a Centrist-Rightist 
balance, Uhe pasition that Hus would then be 
forced to occupy. In other words, in this 
conception Hua would not retain as much of 
ihe Belt, as much of Mao's “thought” and 
Mao's policy, as has persisted slace Mao's death, 
perkage not ever as auch as he himself would 
wish fe retain, 


Tf Hua’s highly developed political sense, 
his extranndinary clear-sightedness as a Centrist, 
should fail him and he falls, the prospect locks 
to be for either another coalition of cid Party 
cadres and military leaders or a de facto 
wilitary dictatorship administered largely by 
old Party cadres. In either case, there seems fo 
prospeet for domination by the “revolutionary” 
Leté, 











